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WATERTIGHT HOBBY

By Chris Gutierrez

Correspondent
SAN DIMAS ( Ed Macias stood on the pier under the morning sun and looked on as his son-in-law and two grandsons cruised on the water in a sailboat. 

This wasn't just a simple case of a family enjoying a Saturday on the Puddingstone Reservoir at Frank G. Bonelli Regional County Park. 

For Macias, 72, and his son-in-law, Matt Gonzales, it marked the culmination of many months of labor and a true sense of accomplishment. 

Since August, Macias and Gonzales have spent three hours or more almost every Saturday building a 9-foot sailboat from scratch in the backyard patio of Macias' South El Monte home. Two weeks ago, the boat was completed. Last week, the sail was put on for the first time. Saturday, the sailboat, named Skimmer after a shorebird, made its initial launch with Gonzales and his sons, Noah, 8, and Nicholas, 6, aboard. 

"I'm excited that it's floating," said Gonzales, 35, a Whittier resident. "This is cool and absolutely the biggest project I've been involved with." 

Macias, a retired postal worker, said he likes to occupy his time taking on projects. 

So it was no surprise when Macias came up with the idea to build the sailboat. 

"He wanted to build something he could share with his grandchildren. It was a perfect fit for me," said Gonzales, who has been sailing since he was 14 years old. 

Macias' inspiration came from a 1955 Boat Builders Handbook he found in a box of old magazines last summer. 

"I was looking for a project and in that book I saw plans for this boat," said Macias, an Air Force veteran with eight children and 12 grandchildren. "It looked interesting - an old Sabot boat which has been around for generations. I asked Matt if he wanted to build a boat. He said yes, so we got started." 

Macias was no stranger to boat building. In 1957, he built a Windward Sabot sailboat, but sold it years later and hadn't gone sailing since. His ride on the Skimmer was his first sailing venture in more than 40years. 

Because the man he sold his boat to was only going to use it for fishing, Macias kept the mast and sail and put them away in storage for possible use later. That mast and sail are now part of the Skimmer. 

"I feel pretty good seeing it out there," said Macias, who was a Scoutmaster for 12 years and built kayaks and rode them down the Colorado River. "I had no doubt it was going to float. I take pride in my work and make sure I do it right." 

Also on hand for the Skimmer's maiden voyage were Gonzales' wife and Macias' daughter, Cathy, Macias' wife, Cecilia, and Gonzales' mother, Lillian. 

"It's so nice to have my dad and husband work on something together," said Cathy Gonzales, who has been married to Matt nearly 10 years. "I'm really proud of them." 

Macias said he is now in a quandary. 

"I have to find something else to work on," he said. "I don't have a project, other than a barbecue I'm building, and that'll be done soon. I saw some plans for a hydroplane. I'm thinking about that." 

Matt Gonzales, on the other hand, said he knows exactly what he'll be doing in coming weeks. 

"During the summer I'll probably come out with the boat every weekend," he said. "Like with any new toy you want to keep playing with it."

