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TEEN’S TRIAL

By Lisa Faught

Staff Writer 

PASADENA – A 16-year-old girl accused of abandoning her newborn son in a Monrovia trash bin will be tried as a juvenile, a judge decided Tuesday. 

The district attorney's office initially wanted to try her as an adult. But her clean record and tragic home life played into the decision to keep her case in juvenile court, said her attorney, Joe Hopkins. 

"Her home life is quite a story," Hopkins said. "It's a tearjerker." 

The girl's name is not being used by this newspaper because she is allegedly a rape victim, an assault that led to the baby's conception, Hopkins has said. 

In a seven-page letter written while she was in custody, the girl detailed some of the hardships she faced growing up in Inglewood, Hopkins said. 

She faced beatings from family, parents who called her vulgar names and friends who dated gang members, he said. 

"When I would be a normal kid and get into trouble at school for talking too much, writing letters and having bad behavior, just the basic things kids go through, my mom and my dad would both whip me," the letter reads. 

Her brothers would hold her down while her parents beat her, leaving bruises on her arms and legs, Hopkins said. 

"Sometimes I would break loose of my brothers' grip and run in a corner by my dresser. That didn't stop me from getting hit ... " the letter reads. 

Her parents broke up when she was 12. After the split, she bounced around between the two before moving into her aunt's Monrovia home last year. 

On Jan. 19, a young man taking out the trash at an apartment complex on Foothill Boulevard heard what sounded like a kitten mewing in one of the Dumpsters. 

When he returned with a flashlight, he found an infant, its umbilical cord still attached, wrapped in towels inside a garbage bag. 

The girl was arrested on suspicion of attempted murder and child endangerment one week later and has been in custody since. 

After recovering at Huntington Hospital from several head injuries, the boy – dubbed Baby Andrew by hospital staff – was temporarily placed with a foster family, then returned to his grandfather. 

Hopkins claims his client was raped by an older man in Inglewood, resulting in her pregnancy. Inglewood police are investigating the claim. 

On Tuesday, two aunts attended a hearing on behalf of the girl, but her mother and father did not. Hopkins argued the girl could be rehabilitated because she has no record with the juvenile justice system. 

Deputy District Attorney Lia Martin could not be reached for comment. 

Because the girl will be tried as a juvenile, the case will continue behind closed doors.

