CHAPTER 12


POODLE

By Bobbe Monk

Staff Writer 

WHITTIER ( His name is Sammy. It should be Lucky. 

After hearing the call of the wild and breaking free of his owners, Carl and Consuelo Yanez of Whittier, the 6-pound poodle survived a week in the Chino Hills, dodging coyotes, skunks and big dogs before a resident finally caught him. 

Sammy's saga began when he and the Yanezes traveled to Chino Hills early in February to visit the couple's daughter, Sylvia Ward. Perhaps an itch for adventure prompted Sammy to hop out of the car at the Ward's Chino Hills home. 

Everyone from the Yanez family, their neighbors and even passers-by tried but could not catch Sammy. 

The Yanezes eventually went home to Whittier without their companion, leaving Ward to put up signs throughout the Payne Ranch neighborhood in the hope that someone might see the dog. 

Many did. The problem was that no one could catch him. Sammy wandered for a week throughout the area, near homes and in the hills behind the development. 

Dee Ginter, who finally corralled the dog, said she first spotted the "small, matted-looking dog at the end of our street. He scampered off as soon as we called to him." 

"l felt bad for him and his owners, but there was no catching him," Ginter added. "I placed some food and water at the end of our cul-de-sac, hoping he would come back again, (but) he was impossible to catch." 

Then, as Ginter was walking her 13-year-old miniature Doberman pinscher, she saw Sammy again, this time sitting in the street. He looked like a ragamuffin, she said. 

"As we approached, he wanted to play with our dog. I felt it was my opportunity to lure him into our yard and end his fugitive days." 

It took about 20 minutes, with Ginter and her dog coaxing the reluctant Sammy along, before she was able to get him into her yard and lock the gate. His white hair was matted and twigs and leaves were caught in it. 

"One twig stuck out from the front of his head. He looked like a unicorn," Ginter said with a laugh. 

Ginter immediately called Ward and told her the dog had been caught. Ward called her parents, and her father came that evening to pick up the exhausted dog. 

"My husband is in love with that dog," Consuelo Yanez said, adding that Sammy is now confined to a fenced back yard. 

"We don't want to lose him again."

