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PET ADOPTION

By Michelle Rester

Staff Writer 

There's something about a cuddly puppy on a baby blanket with squeaky toys that makes even the most rigid of upper management soften and coo. 

It's happened every Tuesday since 1995 in the back room behind the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors meetings ( saving hundreds of animals from certain doom. 

"We all get to see dogs each (Tuesday), and it lightens the spirit," says Chief Probation Officer Dick Shumsky, who two years ago adopted a 4-year-old border collie mix he met in that very room. 

The husky man with a matching voice is one of hundreds who have adopted an animal through the county's pet adoption program. 

"She was just the cutest dog," said Shumsky, of his dog Dog. "And Dog liked me. She was so friendly and sweet." 

County Supervisor Michael Antonovich, who created the program, holds up a lovable pet in need of a home toward the beginning of every Tuesday board meeting. And to date, he boasts a 100-percent adoption success rate. 

Dogs and puppies have been the majority, but there have also been kittens, a rabbit and even a guinea pig. And the new owners? More than half are county employees. 

Supervisor Gloria Molina has adopted a kitten and a dog, the late Supervisor Kenneth Hahn adopted two dogs, as did Speaker of the Assembly Herb Wesson when he was a deputy to Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite Burke. 

Two mixed terriers named Peabody and Tiffany are now "Daddy's babies," says Wesson, eager to chat about his precious pets. 

The two wire-haired creatures came into his life several years ago. He says they both stole his heart about a month apart, thanks to Antonovich's pet adoption program. The animals come from animal shelters throughout the county. 

"I'll never forget when I saw Peabody," he said. "They brought this straggly looking dog in, and I just fell in love with him. 

"The beauty of it is that the two of them bonded as if they really are brother and sister," Wesson said. "All day long you just see them running around chasing each other." 

Victoria Pipkin, the assistant director of the county's public information office, has three cats -- two that she adopted during the Board of Supervisors meetings. 

"I love animals and I would have a couple more if I had room," Pipkin said. "County employees, we spoil our pets. I bought a digital camera just to take pictures of my cats." 

Antonovich says the program took shape as an extension of an earlier effort to bring pets to patients in convalescent homes. 

"We have an opportunity to unite families with those pets that have been abandoned in our county animal shelters," he said. "They're all favorites and I'm just happy each one has been adopted." 

Oddly enough, one of the few people who has not adopted a pet is Antonovich himself. 

His press secretary says when Antonovich started the program he was single and rarely at home. Now that he is married and the father of two, he is waiting for his children to get older before adopting a pet. 

Last Tuesday, the star of the supervisor's show was Buddy, a 4-month-old boxer mix. Dressed in a little sweater, the cutie never stopped wagging his tail or trying to chew on someone's finger or give out kisses. 

"By the time Yvette from our staff got back to the office, we already had a lot of people interested in Buddy," said Kaye Michelson, spokeswoman for the Department of Animal Care and Control. "He was neutered the next day and went home with his new parents the following day. It's happened like that every week." 

