CHAPTER 12

COYOTES

By Rodney Tanaka

Staff Writer 

Walnut resident Barb Aalund's unprotected back yard faces an open field, but her children don't want to play outside.

Coyotes have attacked her neighbors' pets and show no fear around humans, she said. One even slept on her back porch, and these visitors have affected her children's daily routine. 

"They used to spend tons of time in the back yard," Aalund said Friday. "They won't do those sorts of things again." 

Aalund and her neighbors asked the Walnut City Council for help at Wednesday's meeting. Aalund's 6-year-old son, Gary, told the council, "I'm afraid to go outside because of coyotes." 

The council told city staff to take care of the problem.

Walnut is working with the Los Angeles County Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and Measures Department to trap and remove the coyotes in the neighborhood, Walnut Assistant City Manager Tony Ramos said. The city will also work on a long-term basis with the county to prevent coyotes from becoming too familiar with neighborhood areas. 

Neighboring Diamond Bar also contracts with the county for a trapper to come out regularly.Councilwomen Carol Herrera and Debby O'Connor have both seen and been told of coyotes in their neighborhoods. 

The weights and measures department's pest management division sends out trappers to a handful of cities and large land managers, Supervising Agricultural Inspector Raymond Smith said. 

Trapping and killing a single coyote may be necessary if it's causing a problem, Cal Poly Pomona zoology professor Glenn Stewart said. But a wholesale removal of all coyotes in an area could have a major impact. 

One study showed when the coyote population was reduced through trapping there was a rise in smaller predators such as raccoons and foxes. 

"I think that coyotes have a place here," Stewart said. "They were here before we were." 

A dry winter may have resulted in fewer sources of food and water, he said. Coyotes can get habituated to living near people. 

Walnut Councilman Joaquin Lim preferred a big-picture approach, eradicating the coyote problem rather than handling each sighting individually. 

"Realize there's not a value we can put on human life," he said. "After all, they are wild animals." 

Herrera lost two cats in the past few years to coyotes. She said trapping is effective as a deterrent.

"I'm hoping they can trap and eliminate the coyotes that are problematic," Herrera said. 

Diamond Bar receives four to 10 calls per month about coyotes, Diamond Bar Senior Administrative Assistant Todd Strojny said, although the number of calls has lessened compared with a few months ago. Three coyotes have been caught in Diamond Bar since December, Strojny said. 

Walnut resident Octavio Sotelo, who lives near Lemon Creek, trusts the city will bring in experts to handle the coyote problem. One summer morning he found his dog, Arco, dead on the lawn with his belly torn open. 

Peaches, the cat owned by Aalund, has fared better and has avoided coyote attacks. 

Prior to the summer, Aalund heard coyotes howl but they never came into the yard and she didn't feel threatened by them, Aalund said. 

A coyote walked by on Sunday while she did yard work, and one slept on her back porch in September. They don't run away and seem comfortable around humans, she said. 

Housing developments have taken away coyotes' habitat and their predators, she said, so their population is growing at an alarming rate. She would have a problem with the county trapping and killing coyotes if they were endangered, but that's not the case. 

"I think we need to look out for human safety before we look out for animals when there's an abundance of them," Aalund said. 

