CHAPTER 12 
BIKER HOMECOMING

By the Tribune Staff

ARCADIA ( Sheldon Pattinson had been a member of a local Harley-Davidson motorcycle group for only six months when he nearly died in an accident during a group ride near Temecula. 

Pattinson's new friends ( all 37 of them ( followed the ambulance on their motorcycles and kept a vigil at the hospital while he underwent emergency surgery. They donated blood and organized weekend visits to the Wildomar hospital and near-daily visits once Pattinson was transferred to Alhambra Hospital.

On Sunday, after two months of waiting, the San Gabriel Valley Chapter of the Harley Owners Group welcomed Pattinson back to his Arcadia home. 

The surprise party brought together friends, family and co-workers for Pattinson, 49, who was released from the hospital Thursday. More than 25 black, red and purple Harleys lined the street and driveway, causing traffic tie-ups as drivers stopped to stare at the shiny bikes. 

Pattinson greeted well-wishers in an easy chair, a black leather Harley-Davidson bandanna holding back his long hair. 

"I'm doing great, absolutely great. It feels so good to be home," Pattinson said. 

But he couldn't resist the sound of roaring engines, and soon used a walker to ease himself down a newly built ramp and ogle the Harleys parked outside. 

"See, now I feel like I'm at home. This is home," said Pattinson, looking around at his friends and their bikes. 

On Jan. 14, Pattinson hit two cars in what friends describe as a freak accident. He broke his nose, his knee and ruptured his spleen. A nurse along for the ride helped save his life by clearing choking blood from his throat. Doctors had to amputate part of his left foot. 

Pattinson's family credits the Harley group with speeding along his recovery and filling in when family members felt overwhelmed. 

"They had a lot to do with keeping his spirits up," said Norah Grabow, Pattinson's sister. 

Sandy Chester, a Pasadena rider who was there when Pattinson crashed, said Pattinson's short membership in the Harley group had no effect on their reaction to his injuries. "It doesn't matter. You can join the group and you might as well have been in your whole life. You just know that no matter what happens, whether it's motorcycle-related or not, everyone will be there for you," Chester said. 

Once his foot has healed, Pattinson plans to wear a prothesis and return to work as a general manager for a document management company ... and to a new bike.

