Chapter 7

Exercise 6: Liens Filed

Name ____________________________________________Date __________________

The following story is 490 words (about 15 column inches). Trim the story to 250 words without removing important information. If you are using a computer, print the story. Then try to trim it again to 125 words. Also, use The Associated Press Stylebook as a guide and edit the story for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax, factual errors and any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incomplete or illogical.

PICO RIVERA ( City Attorney Jamie Casso on Thursday filed liens in Norwalk Superior Court to force out boarders who have refused to vacate the shuttered, city-owned Pico Rivera Stables, according to city officials. 

The filing came after weeks of city threats of the legal action. 

Casso declined to provide details. 

But City Councilman Ron Beilke said the filing finally took place because city officials have waited long enough. 

“These individuals who do not even live in our city have put us through enough trouble and expense, so its time to take action,” he said. 

The liens against Joseph Uribes and his mother, Gloria Garcia of Industry, who have two horses still at the stable, and Susan Maclean, who owns one, had not been served as of Thursday afternoon, according to officials. 

City Spokesman Bob Spencer said the city placed the facility on lock-down Thursday after receiving information that one boarder might tie herself to a fence as a means of protesting. The city had officially closed the facility on June 30. 

“Our main concern is protecting the livestock,” said Spencer. 

Uribes responded angrily to news of the liens, saying he had been trying desperately to find homes for his stallion, a second horse and others that were apparently abandoned after officials closed the stables. 

“All I can say is let me have my day in court, and I will tell the judge everything,” he said. “Then we will see who is the bad guy.” 

Uribes would not comment on whether he has taken his own legal action against the city. 

Maclean did not return phone calls or e-mail messages. 

As of Thursday morning, there were a total of seven horses still at the stables on Rooks Road, including four that appeared to have been abandoned. 

But on Thursday afternoon an owner of one of the four, who said he had been out of town for the last few weeks, showed up to claim the horse, Spencer said. 

Officials are hoping owners of the other three will also come forward. 

If not, they will become property of the state and be moved to state-certified stables, possibly in Chino. 

If their owners cannot be found within three months, they will be put up for auction. 

APB Operators Inc., a ranching firm, is continuing to oversee the stables under a $2,200-a-day city contract. 

Once all the horses are gone, the city may auction off the stables’ equipment including the stalls and fences. 

In March, the city ended a contract with Ventura Productions LLC, which operated the stables. Ventura paid $1,000 a month to the city although it was charging horse boarders $220 a month for a stall at the stables. 

Most of the 90 horse owners using the facility moved out soon after the March decision was made, but about 15 remained after the June closure. A 26-year-old horse died during one owner’s attempt to move it from the facility last Friday. 

Used with permission of the San Gabriel Valley Tribune.

