Chapter 5

Exercise 5: Drug Dealer

Name _______________________________________Date_________________________

You are a copy editor at the Newport News Review. Using the Associated Press stylebook as a guide, edit these sentences from news articles for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax and factual errors. Also correct any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incom​plete or illogical.

NEWPORT BEACH – A drug dealer who had just been arrested and handcuffed by police jumped to his death from the 10th floor balcony of his hotel room early Friday morning.

John James Johnson, 27, was killed instantly, said Sgt. John Armey of the Newport Beach Police Department. Armey would not speculate on reason for the suicide.

Armey said Johnson had sold 3 ounces of cocaine earlier Thursday evening to two undercover police officers who had gone to Johnson’s room at the Marriott Hotel in Newport Center. The officers returned at 1:30 a.m. to arrest him.

After handcuffing him, investigators told Johnson to sit in a chair, which he did, Armey said. But while authorities searched the room, Johnson jumped up, sprinted through an opening in the sliding-glass door and onto the 3-foot wide patio, where he tumbled over the railing.

“The momentum of body and the speed of his run carried his body to the balcony railing, where he lost his balance and tumbled over the railing,” said Detective Bob Martinez.

Police investigators could not determine if Johnson intended to commit suicide or lost his footing while trying to escape.

An autopsy is scheduled next week.

Marriott representatives would not comment on the incident.

PAGE  
1

