Chapter 5

Exercise 1: Awkward Writing

Name ____________________________________Date_________________________

Using the Associated Press stylebook as a guide, edit these sentences from news articles for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax and factual errors. Also correct any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incom​plete or illogical.

1. From the Air Force Times:

WASHINGTON ( The purchase of more C-17 Globemaster III transport planes for the Air Force has won the support of the Pentagon hierarchy as the program heads toward a crucial acquisition review.

2.  From The New York Times News Service:

With an array of Republicans clamoring over some aspect of the seven-year, budget-balancing reconciliation bill, clouding its chances of passage, Gingrich met with dozens of House members, often under the gaze of a menacing skull of a Tyrannosaurus rex (a loan from the Smithsonian Institution) in a room dubbed by junior Republicans as the Dinosaur Room. Some came in groups, but the speaker met one-on-one with the more recalcitrant, forging deals to build the support he needed. 

3. From The Orange County (Calif.) Register:

He also warned about giving bones to dogs, which can get lodged in the throat or intestinal system.

4. From The Orange County (Calif.) Register:

The cord which overheated and cooked through the insulation, burned for about 15 minutes before escaping to the attic through a crawl-space door that had been left open.

5. From Reuters Hourly News Summary:

The Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, which has been deployed to some of the world’s worst trouble spots, found itself under fire on its home base today. A spokesman at Fort Bragg in North Carolina says one soldier was killed and 18 others injured when another soldier opened fire on a military unit conducting exercises on a parade field. 

6. From The Orange County (Calif.) Register:

The county launched an all-out effort to stem street gangs last year, forming target enforcement units in seven cities and recruiting businesses and schools to fight them.

7.  From Reuters News Service:

NEW YORK – Rapper Tupac Shakur was sentenced Tuesday to 18 months to 4 years in prison for sexually abusing a female fan in 1993 by a state judge who called him the instigator of the attack.

8. From the Los Angeles Times:

[Retiring Sen. Claibourne] Pell’s most enduring legacy may be the direct grants-in-aid to college students that bear his name.

9.  From The Orange County (Calif.) Register:

Born on Oct. 6, Christian’s parents were extremely worried about his crying.

10. From the Los Angeles Times:

Some Democrats who supported Allen on Tuesday expressed dismay over her leadership, saying her scattered performance at last week’s news briefing and comments about Republican colleagues were just the latest signs of her problems.

11. From a college newspaper: 

Not only do the students come up with the subject matter for the exhibit, they must learn to write grant proposals and press releases, as well as work with outside museums to borrow items for display.

