Chapter 3

Exercise 7: Still More on Verb Agreement 

Name _________________________________________Date _____________________

Select the correct verb in the following sentences.

1. The number of Americans without health insurance and living below the poverty line (has, have) remained more or less stable for 10 years.

2. The number of uninsured people (rise, rises) every year.

3. Three-fourths of the nation’s governors (reject, rejects) capital punishment.

4. One-third of the state’s voters (plan, plans) to vote in the upcoming general election.

5. The College Board (is, are) stumped why sharp drops in SAT scores occurred for the third year in a row.

6. Neither the College Board officials nor the state’s superintendent of public instruction, (is, are) concerned about the sliding SAT scores.

7. Either policymakers or the College Board president (needs, need) to rethink whether the SAT is an accurate gauge of a student's potential success in completing university work.

8. Each of the governors (was, were) instructed to assess (his/her, their) state's potential for growth.

9. Neither Mississippi nor other Southern states (appears, appear) concerned that (its, their) residents are among the most obese in the nation, according to a report issued by the advocacy group Trust for America's Health. 

10. Neither the lawmakers nor the hospital industry (has, have) reached agreement on a bill that would allow the state to fine hospitals for patient-care lapses that cause serious injury or death.

11. The jury quickly returned (its, their) verdict: not guilty.

12. Warner Music Group, a competitor of Sony BMG Music Entertainment and the EMI Group, (wants, want) to strike a deal that would license (its, their) digital catalog to a Web site offering free legal downloads. 

13. The Westfield Group, as well as citizens for Arcadia, (has, have) launched an all-out campaign to block approval of the Shops at Santa Anita, an outdoor “life style center” similar to the Grove next to the Los Angeles Farmers Market.

14. Anyone selling a car must get a smog certificate, or (he, she/they) will be violating the new state law. 

15. Each of the teachers and their unions (says, say) they will file suit against legislation that gives substantial authority over city schools to the mayor.

16. Several journalists (says, say) they will join a nationwide protest asking the Chinese government to free a Hong Kong reporter who was convicted of spying for Taiwan and sentenced to five years in prison. 
17. Some blog activists (is, are) urging readers to call senators and ask whether they had placed a “hold” on the legislation to create the online database that tracks earmark expenditures.

18. All the senator wants (is, are) to allow the public to know about the size of the federal deficit and the tendency of lawmakers to earmark funds in spending bills for favored projects back home.

19. The senator's staff (expects, expect) the bill to die in committee.

The Senate committee (is, are) unhappy with the leadership’s decisions.
