Chapter 3

Exercise 10: Story Editing

Name ______________________________________________ Date ____________________

Edit the following story for errors in basic copy editing: grammar, punctuation, word usage, spelling and AP style.

A West Covina-based church heeded the call from homeless advocates to open it’s parish doors for the cold and Hungary this winter. 

The Rev. Nestor Rebong of St. Christophers Catholic Church offered his main parish hall to house between 60 and 100 homeless people for two weeks in December after the East San Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless announced one of its churches could not participate in the winter shelter program this year 

“I said ‘My goodness, this is a wonderful opportunity”’ Rebong says. “I look at this as a blessing for the parish. Its important too put into action what we’re preaching about ( too take care of the needy.” 

The church, at 629 S Glendora Ave. was just a stones throw from where county officials had proposed a shelter two house some of Los Angeles’s Skid Row homeless. 

The “half-cocked” idea, as described by coalition board member Bob McKenna ( prompted Mayor Steve Herfert and Councilman Mike Touhey to fight against the county’s proposed plan. 

A homeless access center stands near the cities Glendora Avenue downtown area and county officials said in April it might be a good place for one of five permanent shelter’s planned to relieve homeless crowding in downtown Los Angeles. 

McKenna said although its unlikely a homeless shelter could fit in the citys downtown area he doesn’t think city officials would object to St. Christopher’s offer to house homeless for the first two weeks of December. 

“It is an advantage rather than a disadvantage,” to have the shelter McKenna said. “Its not like these people are going to be hanging around. Some of these perceived problems don’t exist.” 

McKenna said St. Christophers were the only church in the East San Gabriel Valley to offer its parish for a 40 bed shelter. 

The coalition is made up of seven churches which open winter shelters for 14 weeks, two weeks at a time. 

Church members also provides meals to the needy and many stay at the shelter overnight and provide assistance. 

St. Dorothy’s Catholic Church in Glendora pulled out this year because of construction at the site. 

Touhey said he would wholeheartedly support a winter shelter in the city. 

“Cold winter shelters are quite different than permanent shelters,” Touhey said. 

“Churches have always rotated shelters in the greater San Gabriel Valley. I understand that, and the church has a right to do that. I like the idea of having private churches do that and not government.” 
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