CHAPTER 2
Exercise 3: More on Grading the News

Name _______________________________ Date _____________________

You are an editor for a major Southern California metropolitan newspaper. During your daily editorial conference, your news editor, metro editor and photo editor vie for space for these stories and visuals. Your front page usually has a mix of local and non-local news. Which six of the following stories would you use on page 1? What visuals would you use? What would be your lead story? Explain.
News Editor

WASHINGTON ( Significantly more heat waves. Lots more rain and snow in the north. Longer growing seasons and longer dry spells especially in the American West, southern Europe and eastern Brazil. That's the global warming outlook expected from a major climate report next year. 

WASHINGTON ( Rigorous academic standards and avoiding fads seem to be the secret of success for high schools whose students are bucking a trend toward lower Scholastic Aptitude Test Scores. That’s the conclusion of the National Association of Secondary School Principals, which studied 34 high schools whose students have done unusually well recently on the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

ATLANTA ( When a woman asked for a copy of her marriage certificate, the court clerk broke some unpleasant news: Her husband was listed as the groom in eight marriages in the county. The husband was arrested. Immigration officials and prosecutors say sham marriages to help foreigners obtain green cards are a growing crime.
LAGOS, Nigeria ( The U. S. president visiting here warned against Cuban military meddling in Africa and attacked white racism, saying the day will come when Africans cry out with Martin Luther King, “Free at last! Free at last! Great God Almighty, we are free at last.”

WASHINGTON ( To federal railroad authorities, the nightmare was painfully familiar: a freight train derails in a small town. Tank cars loaded with toxic chemicals rupture and burn. The town is evacuated in the dead of night. (Think piece on railroad holocausts linked to jumbo tank car defects, with file photo)

NEW YORK ( A paralyzing subway and bus strike has been averted in New York City when negotiators for the Transport Workers Union and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority reached agreement on a contract 4½ hours after a midnight deadline.

Metro Editor

Thirty-three low- and moderate-income families walked away from a lottery with the prize of a lifetime, a lease on ( and a chance to eventually own ( a home valued at $700,000 to $800,000. 

The predicted showers, up to 3 inches of rain, failed to measure up to that billing, and the National Weather Service promised a warm and sunny day under partly cloudy skies.

Members of United Automobile Workers Local 148 rejected by a narrow margin a contract proposal from Boeing Corp. that would have ended an 11-week strike.  

It was more than four weeks ago, but the memory of that fearful morning at the airport remains vivid for Dolores Bowen and Gordon Dina. They were released today from Memorial Hospital after more than a month of treatment for injuries they received in a crash of a Hawaii-bound Continental DC-10. Two others remain in the hospital in critical condition.

Renovation or replacement of a local medical center, expected to cost $250 million, has been called inevitable by a top county health services official who is reviewing the troubled facility.

Photo Editor

New Friend. The first lady holds a Nigerian boy during visit to crafts show. (To go with Nigerian story)

Lofty Goal. The president reaches high to shake hands with performer on stilts at cultural show in Lagos. (To go with Nigerian story)

Luck. The mayor reaches into hopper and the governor names the winner at the housing lottery. (To go with housing-lottery story)

Inferno. File photo of nine propane-laden jumbo tank cars that erupted in mushroom clouds of fire over Los Angeles last year. Fires raged for 56 hours. (To go with railroad story)

New Stone Age. Japanese police display a mobile stone-thrower built by foes of new airport at Narita Airport.
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