Exercise 6: Fatal Fire

Using the writing and editing guidelines provided in this chapter, edit the story in Chapter 7, Exercise 6, for online publication.. Suggest graphic elements and links for the story.

SEATTLE (AP) ( Four fire fighters died in an explosion and floor collapse at a blazing food‑processing warehouse that police reportedly had been watching because of arson threats.


The firefighters had a half‑hour's supply of air in their tanks when they were last seen about 7:30 p.m. Thursday in the burning building, which was constructed of concrete and wood and contained such chemicals as ammonia and refrigerants.


Several other firefighters escaped when they felt the floor rumble just before it collapsed. Flames as high as two stories prevented firefighters from rescuing their colleagues.


More than 100 firefighters fought the blaze, which was contained early Friday. Four suffered minor burns and a fifth sustained a minor neck injury.


By the afternoon, a crane stood by to remove debris from the smoldering ruin. Crews began removing the firefighters' bodies Friday evening.


"Basically they're just digging the building out,'' said fire Lt. Preston Bhang. "It is considered a crime scene and it's going to be a very slow process.''


"This is very hard on all of us. You have to understand we're a family, but we have to go on and do our jobs as professionally as we can,'' Battalion Chief Raoul Evans‑Ramos said.


The Seattle Post‑Intelligencer reported that the building had been under police surveillance after Mary Pang's Food Products Inc., owned by Mary and Harry Pang, received arson threats.


Officials would not comment on that report, but police spokesman Sean O 'Donnell said Friday: "We had received information that piqued our interest in that building - prior to last evening's events.'' He did not elaborate.


The Pangs told The Seattle Times they did not receive threats against themselves or their property. They said they knew of no threats made to anyone else. They declined to speak to The Associated Press.


Federal agents and police Capt. Larry Farrar confirmed arson threats had been made but did not give details, the Post‑Intelligencer said.


The fire was reported about 7 p.m. in the warehouse that housed the Pangs' frozen food‑processing operation, a bakery, a rehearsal area for a rock band and a storage area for the Pang plant.


There was a tremendous explosion just before the floor collapsed, but investigators weren't sure if it caused the collapse. It also was not immediately clear what caused the explosion or the fire.


The firefighters were on the main floor of the one‑story warehouse when the floor fell into the basement.


"They heard a rumbling, kind of a movement on the floor, and that got their attention,'' Fire Chief Claude Harris said. "At that time the officers said to get the heck out of here - probably in stronger language than that.''


Fire crews pulled back after the collapse, re‑entered the building for about a half hour to search for the missing crew, then were forced to pull back again because "it was very dangerous,'' Fire Department spokeswoman Georgia Taylor said.


"Everything was going well, our safety procedures, everything was fine and then the floor collapses,'' she said.


Killed were: Lt. Walter D. Kilgore, 45, a 24‑year veteran; James T. Brown, 25, a three‑year veteran; Gregory M. Shoemaker, 43, a 22‑year veteran; and Randall R. Terlicker, 35, a four‑year veteran.


No Seattle firefighter had died in the line of duty since 1989, and Taylor said four Seattle firefighters had never died in one blaze before. The force has nearly 1,000 uniformed firefighters.

