CHAPTER 8

Exercise 2: Case Studies

How would you handle the following cases if you were an editor?
Case 1:
A high-ranking aide of a county supervisor in your area is picked up for drunken driving and speeding. The supervisor calls you and asks that it not be printed because this is an election year.  What do you tell him?

Case 2:
A judge overturns a rape conviction of a man who picked up a female hitchhiker after her car broke down on the freeway.  The man made sexual advances toward her.  She yielded to his sexual suggestions because she feared he would rape and murder her.  In looking through your files, you find that this same judge 20 years ago lessened sentences against females in exchange for sexual favors. Do you print the story?

Case 3:
Your newspaper hired an editor to do a new book review section. You find six weeks later that he has been making up letters to the book review editor and printing them. He says he was trying to generate more letters. What do you do?

Case 4:
The Mexican Travel Industry Association, in conjunction with the government of Mexico, sends you a letter inviting one of your reporters to join other U.S. and Canadian journalists for a week in underdeveloped areas of the Yucatan peninsula. You are told the purpose of the trip is to inform travel writers about plans to develop the area as a world resort.  Do you send your travel writer?

Case 5:
While covering the political campaigns, your political writer finds that your local congressman is a friend of Mafia leaders.  As a matter of fact, they financed his college education 15 years ago. Do you print the story?

Case 6:
A disgruntled university student submits erroneous information to your newspaper that a distinguished professor has died of AIDS.  The professor's obit appears in the newspaper. Could he sue for libel and be successful?  What would you do and say to the professor?
