CHAPTER 7

Exercise 7: Water Use

The following story is 410 words (about 11.75 column inches). Trim the story to 300 words without removing important information. If you are using a computer, print the story. Then try to trim it again to 125 words. Also, use The Associated Press Stylebook as a guide and edit the story for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax, factual errors and any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incomplete or illogical.


Chino Hills residents are being asked to voluntarily limit the amount of water they use through Sept. 30. The goal is to reduce water consumption by 5%.


Residents are being asked to sweep their driveways and sidewalks instead of watering, and turn off water when brushing teeth and shaving.


Chino Hills gets 30% of its water from wells and 70% is imported from Northern California.


The city too has cut back on water consumption, including park watering, said city engineer Chris Vogt.


Golf courses in Chino Hills do not use reclaimed water but a pipe is being designed to bring unclaimed water into the city, said Mr. Vogt. He said golf courses use a million gallons per day.


Last year, Chino Hills found itself in trouble when the state banned anymore building permits until the water supply situation was resolved.


The city entered into an agreement with the Monte Vista Water District to lease 10 million gallons of water capacity per day and hired an engineering firm to design and manage a water master plan.


At its last meeting, the City Council approved an ordinance establishing three water conservation alert levels in the event the city's water supplies are reduced and not replenished within 48 hours.


During moderate water conservation alert, residents will not be allowed to water their lawns or landscape between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. unless they use a hose and shut-off nozzle.


They will not be allowed to hose wash their sidewalks at all and car washing may be done only with a bucket and hose with shut-off nozzle for a quick rinse.


Moderate alert is when the city's total available water storage capacity is reduced by 20 to 25%.


Under high water conservation alert, in addition to the above restrictions, residents cannot fill their swimming pools without permission from the city manager. Golf courses and nurseries will only be able to water every other day between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. High alert is when the city's storage capacity is reduced between 25 and 30%.


In a severe water conservation alert, which would only occur during a major earthquake or fire, no outdoor water use will be allowed at an time except by a hand-held hose, including golf courses and nurseries.


A fine of $25 will imposed for a first violation during any of the alerts and $50 will be imposed for a second violation. A third violation will cost not less than $500 and not more than $1,000.
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