CHAPTER 7

Exercise 5: Missing Children

The following story is 480 words (about 13.7 column inches). Trim the story to 400 words without removing important information. If you are using a computer, print the story. Then try to trim it again to 150 words. Also, use The Associated Press Stylebook as a guide and edit the story for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax, factual errors and any awkward writing. Include comments about information in the story that is incomplete or illogical.

WOODSIDE, Calif. (AP) ( Two children who vanished while exploring woods near their new home were found alive and well Friday after spending a chilly night in a hollow log.


"They were real smart kids,'' one of the first searchers to find Jocelyn Roux, 8, and Alex Roux, 6, told radio station KCBS. "They took care of each other.''


A San Mateo County sheriff's search team spotted the sister and brother walking on a high, rugged ridge about a mile from their home Friday afternoon.


The children had disappeared 26 hours earlier while taking a walk with their nanny as their family moved in. The nanny turned back to tend to a younger child, and the children were gone when she returned minutes later, authorities said.


Law enforcement officers treated the search as though the children were lost, Lt. John Cuneo said. Rescue teams used the boy's teddy bear to put bloodhounds on the children's scent.


But while 110 officers and trained volunteers searched the hills and canyons around the isolated, affluent closed‑gate community, 25 FBI agents investigated the possibility of an abduction.


"Everybody's elated. Absolutely elated,'' sheriff's Sgt. Ray Richardson said. "There's a lot of bad things that might have happened.''


The children spent the daylight hours mostly walking up and down the stream where they last were seen, they told rescuers.


"They spent the night in a hollow log down the creek. They huddled up with each other and kept each other warm,'' the bloodhound team member said. "As soon as it got light they started hiking again.''


The children were hungry and cold but unharmed, despite the rough brush and overnight temperatures that fell to the high 30s. The pair had been wearing only T‑shirts and light pants.


Father David Roux, a high‑tech executive, had been moving the family from Portland, Ore., to take a job with Oracle Corp. of Redwood City, the world's largest data base software company.


Roux paused to shake the hands of American Red Cross workers Friday morning at a search command post down in the flatlands of the green and rustic 5,000‑resident town. Women in the relief supply van hugged the distraught man.


"He was very composed but obviously appeared under a lot of stress,'' Red Cross coordinator Ted Harris said.


Posters with photographs of the children's faces had gone up overnight in the town. Although the family were strangers to almost all but a couple of real estate agents, townspeople turned out to volunteer for the search.


"We're all real concerned and real worried that it might be an abduction,'' said Nan Daley, who joined the search on horseback.


"Since it's in a small town like Woodside we feel we can help,'' Daley said. "Where if it was someplace else, a big city, we couldn't do anything.''
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