CHAPTER 7

Exercise 3: Endangered Animals

The following story is 460 words, about 13.5 column inches. Trim the story to 230 words without removing important information. If you are using a computer, print the story. Then try to trim it again to 150 words. Also, use The Associated Press Stylebook as a guide and edit the story for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax, factual errors and any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incomplete or illogical.

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY ( The Fish and Wildlife Service likely will rethink boundaries on thousands of acres deemed critical to the survival of two imperiled species, the San Diego fairy shrimp and the coastal California gnatcatcher. 

Effects of the move could ripple through the San Gabriel Valley, where land hugging the foothills is considered a linkage for a core population of gnatcatchers in Frank G. Bonelli Park in San Dimas. 

The threatened bird depends on coastal sage scrub, a declining habitat throughout Southern California. 

Earlier in the week, a federal judge said the FWS should redo reports examining the economic impact from designating more than 500,000 acres as critical habitat for the two species. 

Although the designation doesn't preclude development on the land, projects requiring federal permits sometimes are hampered by the extra protection. 

Developers contend the critical habitat comes at a far higher cost in terms of lost jobs and lost housing than the government is estimating. 

"If the economic impact is greater than the balance, then some of the land should drop off," said David Smith, general counsel for the Building Industry Association of Southern California, based in Diamond Bar. "We just think the original lines are over-broad." 

But environmental groups fear the decision could open the way for the building of 14,000 homes in Rancho Mission Viejo and a toll road through Orange County, and possibly call into question critical habitat for scores of other threatened species. 

"The outcome of (redoing the economic reports) is not going to help environmentalists defend the environment," said Andrew Wetzler, attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

The judge is still deciding whether to keep the critical habitat protections intact while the economic reports are recalculated. 

The FWS called for the review after a court overturned the protection of a habitat for the Southwestern willow flycatcher in New Mexico, said Jane Hendron, spokeswoman for the FWS in Carlsbad. 

That decision stemmed from an inadequate look at the economic cost to people who make a living off the land. 

Because similar economic analyses were done for the fairy shrimp and gnatcatcher land, and both face lawsuits, the FWS says a review is in order. 

Critical habitats filed under similar conditions, such as land along the Arroyo Seco in Hahamongna Watershed Park for the arroyo Southwestern toad, may also eventually be subject to review. 

Endangered or threatened species are already heavily protected by the federal government, but critical habitat is meant to ensure the species has a place to live. 

"If you're looking at a measuring cup, seven-eighths of it is full under the Endangered Species Act. You're just topping it off with critical habitat," Hendron said. "They are still protected from take; it's still illegal to go out and kill them and harass them." 

