CHAPTER 7

Exercise 1: Task Force

The following story is 425 words, or about 12 column inches. Trim the story to 350 words without removing important information. If you are using a computer, print the story. Then try to trim it again to 150 words. Also, use The Associated Press Stylebook as a guide and edit the story for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax, factual errors and any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incomplete or illogical.

LOS ANGELES ( Plans for a San Gabriel group home for the mentally ill have been put on hold while a task force is formed to address residents' and city officials' concerns. 

Homes for Life Foundation is supposed to come back within 10 days with alternatives to its plans, said San Gabriel resident Matthew Owen, who attended the meeting. He wouldn't say which alternatives are being considered. 

Residents and officials agreed to the task force following a closed-door meeting Monday with Homes for Life Foundation, San Gabriel city officials and a few residents to discuss the foundation's controversial plans. 

The meeting was arranged by County Supervisor Michael Antonovich's office. 

"We brought all parties together and worked together to find a resolution," Antonovich senior deputy Jennifer Plaisted said after the meeting. 

Plaisted said the task force ( which will include area residents, mental health experts, community development commission members and San Gabriel city officials ( will be formed as soon as possible. 

The foundation bought the house at 135 Bradbury Drive in north San Gabriel in November. It plans to turn it into a transitional home for six 18- to 21-year-old mentally ill clients coming out of county foster care. 

Residents are worried the home's residents will endanger the community and say the foundation has not addressed their concerns. 

City officials, who strongly oppose the project, don't have a say in the matter. State law allows group homes with six or fewer residents in residential neighborhoods without the city's consent. 

Representatives from Homes for Life did not return several phone calls Monday. 

Nancy Lewis, spokeswoman for the foundation, said earlier that the battle over the project will delay the opening, which was scheduled for July. She said she doesn't know when the home will open. 

Residents say they don't trust the foundation. Homes for Life initially said the home would serve chronically mentally ill youth ages 18 to 21, including those suffering from schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and severe depression, among other illnesses. 

But after residents said they were worried about the home's occupants, the foundation said the house will contain six "mentally disabled" clients. 

Lewis said she was mistaken when she described potential residents as "chronically mentally ill." The home will actually be occupied by clients who suffer from ailments such as attention deficit disorder, anxiety and adjustment disorders and major depression, she said. 

Owen said the foundation lacks perspective on the matter. 

"They have wonderful motives, but they are so emotionally involved in the issue, they can't see how anyone could oppose it," he said. 

