CHAPTER 5

Exercise 5: Traffic Accident
You are a copy editor at the Chino Post. Using “The Associated Press Stylebook” as a guide, edit the following wire service news article for Tuesday’s edition for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax and factual errors. Also correct any awkward writing. Include comments about any information in the story that is incom​plete or illogical.

Three men were injured yesterday, two of them very critically, and two cars were destroyed in a collision on the 13400 block of Benson Ave. in Chino; Police and Fire Dep. officials said.


The accident occurred when a Honda Accord being driven by Reverend Joseph Clark, forty-four, slammed into a Datsun 280 ZX coupe driven by twenty-year-old Melvin Palencia, the police spokesman said. Jimmy E. Garcia, twenty-seven, was a passenger in the Datsun. All three men are from Chino.


Rev. Clark, who is minister of the Chino batist church at 1245 Galaxy Dr., Chino, was traveling northbound on Benson Ave. when Mr. Palencia, exiting the driveway of a business, Telemarketing Product, Incorporated, pulled in front of him, police Sergeant Tom Chancy said. Mr. Clark's car struck the driver’s side of the Datsun.


Rev. Clark sustained a compound fracture to his right leg and was taken to Loma Linda community hospital by helicopter, police said.


Mr. Palencia, suffering from internal and head injuries, was also airlifted to Loma Linda. It took Firefighters using the "jaws of life" thirty minutes to free Mr. Palencia from the twisted Datsun.


Mr. Garcia, who received a broken leg, was taken by ground ambulance to Chino Valley Medical Center.


Rev. Clark was in serious condition last night, hospital, officials said; so was Mr. Palencia. Mr. Garcia was in fair condition at his hospital.

Investigators from the Chino Police Traffic Bureau are conducting an ongoing investigation of the accident. No citations have bee issued.

