CHAPTER 4 

Exercise 7: Best-Tasting Water

You are a copy editor for the weekly Southland Star. Using “The Associated Press Stylebook” as a guide, edit the following news release for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax and factual errors. Also correct any awkward writing. Include comments about any information  in the story that is incomplete or illogical.


Cheers! Salute! L’chaim! Skoal!


No matter how they celebrate, Southern Californians can now toast a glass of tap water with pride after their supplies were honored as some of the nation’s best.


Southland water imported by the Metropolitan Water District finished fourth overall and was the top-rated surface water among 38 municipal systems at this year’s International Water Tasting Competition in Berkeley Springs, W. Va.


“This reinforces our view that our imported water is pretty good,” said Metropolitan General Manager John R. Wodraska.


“A lot of people seem to think that the water in Southern California is not as good as most other tap waters.  This will do a lot to dispel that notion,” Wodraska said. “It almost takes going to another part of the country to appreciate the quality of our water.”


Billed as “Toast to the Tap,” the seventh annual competition featured 82 waters from 23 states and four countries entered in three categoreis—municipal, bottled noncarbonated and sparkling waters.


A panel of twelve judge, mainly food and beverage editors from national publications awarded Metropolitan’s water 432 points in the municipal water category, only 2 points less than third place finishing Dover, Delaware.


Dubuque, Iowa claimed the top prize with 453 points, followed by Desert Hot Springs, California, which placed second with 443 points. Last year’s Top pick from Kent, Ohio, came in fifth this year.


Unlike the top three water systems which submitted samples taken from deep aquifers, Metropolitan’s entry was taken directly from the Joseph Jensen Filtration Plant in Granada Hills. The plant, which treats State Water Project supplies from Northern California, provides drinking water to up to 6 million people in Los Angeles and Ventura counties.


Metropolitan’s entry was shipped to the contest in glass jugs and not refrigerated. For the competition all tasting was done at room temperature. Other California contestants included the city of Los Angeles and South Lake Tahoe.


In other events, Sweet Springs Natural Mountain Water bottled in West Virginia tied Arkanas Mountain Valley Spring Water for top spot in the bottled non-carbonated category. Calistoga Sparkling Mineral Water from Napa Valley captured the sparkling water competition.

