CHAPTER 4

Exercise 5: Train Crash

You are a copy editor for the Concord Gazette. Using “The Associated Press Stylebook” as a guide, edit the following news article for style, spelling, grammar, logic, syntax and factual errors. Also correct any awkward writing. Include comments about any information  in the story that is incomplete or illogical.


ATTLEBORO, Mass. ( A tractor-trailer rig car​rying propane slid on a icy road slid into the path of a train Friday, killing the truck driver and causing an explosion that was felt for miles around, authorities said.


None of the 46 Amtrack train passengers aboard the Boston-to-New York train were injured. The train's breakman, who suf​fered first and second-degree burns, was in fair condition at Angels Hospital in Boston.


 If the truck had hit one of the passen​gers cars a lot of people would have died, said State Trooper Bill Johnson.


The mishap occurred on a stretch of Route 80 known for foggy and icy conditions this time of year. The propane truck slid through the rail​road cros​sing barrier and into the side of the train. Upon impact, the truck's trail​er split open and the gas ignit​ed, spread​ing fire onto the locomotive en​gine, where they cause signifi​cant damaged.


Johnston identified the driver of the truck of Joe Banks, 45, of Detroit, Mich.


Attleboro City Clerk Myrtle Lane said the explosion shook her home a halfmile from the crash site.

 
“The house shook for a second like a very strong wind hit it. I didn't know it was an explosion until I herd it on the radio,” she said.

