CHAPTER 4

Exercise 2: Word Usage

Use your stylebook to determine which of the words in parentheses are correct, and circle the correct word. 

1. (Averse/Adverse) weather kept attendance down at the football game because many people were (averse/adverse) to sitting outdoors for two hours in a blizzard.

2. El Niño (effects/affects) the world's climate. The (effects/affects) include the Midwest's droughts.

3. Although he did not (allude/refer) to the president by name, the senator's speech was clearly about the president's tax plan, which he said gave only the illusion of cutting the deficit.

4.
The refugees hid in the mountains for (awhile/a while) but were forced to move south when winter set in.

5. My 2-(carat/karat) topaz gemstone is in a 14-(carat/karat) gold ring.

6. It was so hot you could fry an egg on the (cement/concrete) walkway.

7. The purse and shoes (compliment/complement) the ensemble.

8. The City Council is (composed/comprised) of four council members and the mayor; three members (compose/constitute) a council quorum.

9. The (continual/continuous) hammering next door gives me a headache, but the (continual/continuous) pounding of the surf is soothing.

10. I  (convinced/persuaded) Lynn to go white-water river rafting by (convincing/persuading) her that it wasn't dangerous.

11. Most city (councils/counsels) have legal (council/counsel).

12. The couple (was/were) married and left on their honeymoon. Each couple (was/were) asked to donate $100 to attend the ball.

13. A reporter is a(n) (disinterested/uninterested) chronicler of events.

14. The students distributed (fliers/flyers) announcing the upcoming concert.

15. The United States is dismantling its (Pershing 2 / Pershing II) missiles.

16. I am not feeling very (good/well) today. I think I'm catching a cold.

17. Adequate (healthcare/health care) can be expensive.

18. Many Irish people (immigrated/emigrated) from the Emerald Isle during the potato famine.

19. Are your comments (inferring/implying), madame, that I am drunk? 

20. Members of the royal family are sometimes rather (indiscreet/indiscrete) about their personal lives.

21. I think I'll (lay/lie) down for a while before dinner.

22. None of the consultants (agree/agrees), so none of the bills (was/were) paid.

23. The number (13/thirteen) has always been lucky for me.

24. Winston Churchill was renowned for his (oral/verbal) skills.

25. I have a (part time/part-time) job while I’m in school.
