CHAPTER 3

Exercise 4: Problems with Verbs
Select the correct verb in the following sentences.

1.
Lie or Lay

 
a.
He (lay, lie) the book on the table.

 
b.
Al Gore has (laid, lain) the groundwork for a comeback.

c.
I think I’ll (lie, lay) down for a while.

d.
The disgraced politician has (lain, laid) low for a long time.

e.
She has (lay, laid) in bed all day Sunday.

f.
We have (lain, laid) on the couch all day.

g.
Before he shot the president, John Hinkley reportedly spent several days (laying, lying) around his hotel room.


 


h.
We (lay, laid) there, wondering if anyone would find us.

i.
Don’t expect to (lie, lay) there all day.

j.
You (laid, lay) the expensive watch where it could be stolen.

2.
Rise and Raise

a.
Prices (raised, rose).

b.
The firm decided to (rise, raise) its prices.

c.
The Bible says that Jesus (raise, rose) from the dead.

d.
The bread has (risen, raised).

e.
Sen. Joe Bullmoose was reluctant to (raise, rise) the issue of new taxes, but he was willing to (raise, rise) and join the fight if someone else would introduce the legislation.

f.
Prices have (risen, rose).

g.
(Raise, Rise) the drawbridge; a ship is coming.

h.
They have (raised, risen) prices on cars.

I. 
He (raised, rose) to the occasion.

j.
Don’t expect your home to (raise, rise) in value during an economic downturn.

k.
The (raise, rise) in the number of unemployed is bad news for the president.

3.
Sit and Set

a.
I (sat, set) up the board for checkers.

b.
Let’s all (sit, set) at the table.

c.
I think I’m just going to (sit, set) here for now.

d.
I have (sat, set) the prescription on the counter. 

e.
(Set, Sit) right down.

f.
Won’t you please (sit, set) your shoes here.

g.
Don’t (sit, set) that package over there.

h.
He had a terrible time (sitting, setting) after his back surgery.

i.
He must have (sit, sat) the chair over the floor safe.

j.
We have no place for you to (sit, set).
k.
You didn’t think you were going to (sit, set) that drink on my expensive table while you 

(sat, set) there, did you?

